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New Year 2010

From The Commodore

Roll on 2010 or, should | say, twenty ten, which | am told is
how we should say it. I 6m not
that this will be my final letter as Commodore and that
Rutland Sailing Club will be holding its AGM in a few
weeks time. A new Commodore will be elected who will
endeavour to serve the  Club for the next three years. |
hope you are able to attend this meeting and have your

say about the way in which your club is run.

Over the last few months , some members of Council have
been very busy applying for  planning permission for the
build of the proposed new classrooms. Currently , tenders
are being sought for the ir construction. The cost of these
facilities is being funded by Sport England through the
RYA. These will be used for RYA based training courses
throughout the winter and will also be available for other
training as appropriate. Additionally , this year we have
ordered two new RIBs(rigid inflatable boats ) for rescue
purposes and also arrang ed the delivery and fitting of
suitable engines.

Several members of Council attend meetings  with Anglian
Water on behalf of the Club. They discuss any relevant
problems and the likely effect on the Club when, for
example, more water is drawn away from Rutland Water.
These are just a few of the projects and problems we deal
with in order that we can all enjoy sailing at Rutland.
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By the time you read this , the new RIB stores should have been built.
These have been planned over the last two years. More recently the old
containers which stored the RIBs were removed and concrete bases

laid to support the 3 new structures. Just before Christmas , the building
materials were delivered to site.

Other members of Council oversee house and catering, dealing with
loading problems with the electric ity supply and meet ings with Osprey
Catering wh o run our canteen (a franchise business)

Finally; all Council members sacrifice much of their free time when they
would love to be out on the water, in order to ensure successful racing

and the running of events for other members. We are extremely
gratef ul for their help.

My thanks go to all the members of  Council who have given so much of
their time to me in the running of our Club.

Over the last couple of months, | have enjoyed many occasions at the
Club. Three social events stand out . Firsty; the Laying Up Supper. This
was successfully attended by more than 70 members who all entered

into the spirit of the evening. A very important award , this year, 6The
Commod or e @ $or whiaht there are always many candidates , was
unanimously awarded year to Graham Colam, who works at the Sailing
School and who has made some interesting changes to the Club 0 ¢
property during the past year . | must say that | was pleased to pass this

on after winning it last year.

The Cruiser Fleet Lunch was a lovely occasion hosted by the Cruiser
fleet captain, Der rick Young and his wife , Chris. Kathy and | were very
pleased to be in such sociable company and to see many friends who

had clearly made a huge effort to attend despite recent health
problems.

On Boxing Day , as members took their boats to the slipways, they
discovered they were under 3 inches of ice which made launching

quite difficult. | thought it prudent to watch from the warmth of the
clubhouse. As tradition has it, ré$fars
the 11.30 race. Andy Dring and Simon Laken set a good course just off

the church. The race was spons ored by the Chandler y, Gill Clothing Ltd
who provided great prizes for the winners. Steve Tylecote came first, in a
Musto Skiff, followed by Josh and Olly Wilce in a 49er and Tom Wright
was third in a Musto Skiff. The winner for the under 18s was
Bradley Hilton in his Topper and the first lady was Cathy Lear , sailing her
RS Feva with her crew Francine Counsell .

By the time all the sailors were int he clubhouse for the prize -giving , the
lounge and wet bar area were very busy with many members and
visitors. Some past members had travelled many miles to be among
friends. Geoff Holland from New Zealand, a former enterprise sailor ,
and Simon Stonehous e, from Spain, enjoyed our mulled wine and
bacon butties. Many thanks should go to Bruce, Paul, Graham and
Gemma who manned the canteen for us. A special thanks should also

go to Dave, our Barman, who always has a smile on his face despite a

very difficu It year personally.

| was saddened to hear that Guy, our B oatswain , has left us as he has
found a new position at BAE Systems in the Middle East. He is someone
who has been appreciated for his willingness to help out anyone on all
occasions . | am sure you will join me in wishing Guy all the best for the
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future.

As a result of this, Sailing School Manager, Ben Lulham, has been given
the opportunity to investigate ways of ensuring 7 day a week cover of

waterside activities; this includes the Sailing School

and Workshop areas.

After this investigation Ben will make proposals on how this might work to
Counci l in | ate February. For thos

see the article on Page 13.

Congratulations to RSC Manager Bruce and his wife, Gemma, Assistant

Manager , on the safe arrival on 8 November

of their baby Ellie, who

weighed 6lbs 150z . They work tirelessly throughout the year to ensure
the smooth running of the  Club. Not many days after Ellie arrived,
Gemma was found back in the office, working with baby in cradle! A

huge thanks go to both  of them .

Very Sad Newsd Paul Bancroft

Many of the regular members will have been shocked and saddened

by the sudden and unexpected death of Paul Bancroft on
28 December. Paul was a larger -than -life character, an enthusiastic
Formula One Sailor and great ambassador for the Club. His humour
both on and off the water will always be missed. Our thoughts are with

Mary and their family.

| would like to thank all the staff and members

for their support over the

past 3 years and wish everyone a happy and healthy 2010.

PRIZEGIVING 2009

Junior Sailor of the year (15 and under) 0 Bradley Hilton
Youth Sailor of the year (18 and under) 0 David Ashworth

Dart 18 8 1st Nev Howe , 2" Richard Johnson , 3@ Colin Bannister

Cats -1stlan Smith (Shadow) , 2"d John Terry (Formula 16)

3rd David Lowe (Shadow)

Lasers
1st Mike Guy
2nd Jon Williams
3rd Peter Guttridge
1styouth David Ashworth

2nd youth Philippa Hooper

Dinghies

1st Val Millward (Challenger)

2nd Graham Hall (Challenger)

3rd Mike Hyde (Solo)

Laser 2000 0 1st Dave Bennett and Tom Rees

Asymmetrics

1st Richard & Pat Triffitt & Dave Pickett

(Laser SB3)

2nd Andy Dring & Simon Laken (Boss)
3rd Adrian Heath & Carolyn Morgan (Laser 4000)

Musto Skiff
1st Tom Wright
2nd Richard Stenhouse
3 Tim Chapman

Boxing Day Results

1st § Steve Tylecote, Musto Skiff
2nd § Josh and Olly Wilce, 49er
3 8 Tom Wright, Musto Skiff
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Sailing Committee

| sit here writing this with a layer of snow and  frost all around and a
partially thawed out husband who was foolish enough to go out
sailing yesterday in the minus zero conditions. | have to say he was
not the only one @ full marks to the 12 hardy juniors who also
defrosted their boats to go out 0 and t o Simon Morley who manned
the rescue boat! Anyway , | hope that by the time you are reading
this, the snow will have gone (much as | love sledging) and the
water will have started to warm up a bit. This year, as age appears
to be creeping up on me, | broke my toe to avoid sailing and
therefore can sit smugly inside knowing that | would obviously have
been on the water had the foot been up to it! Now you and | both
know that this is the right approach to winter sailing but for those of
you foolish enough to  want to sail in this , top tips seem to be:

1 Gill Winter Gloves.

2 Damp but warm socks
inside  your  drysuit????
Apparently it works!

3 Take a thermos flask with
you to defrost the
ropes/mast hole in a Laser.

4 This is all obviously in
addition to a drysuit  with
lots of layers underneath,
and a hat. If It is cold
please come in before
you canot !

Enough of this drive I. 0 Wat is happening in the sunny part of the
season? d hear you shouting! Well, as ever, there is plenty goingon &
donodot forget t(Clubwelsiteko keep upttondate on new
activities.

Holiday Week is firmly in the calendar , starting 22 August , so book
your time off now. We are also hoping to run some Holiday week

ot rai ni ngo6s whaereevkeewill e focusing on camping skills,
prize collection and sailing for all. These dates have not yet been
decided upon so keep your eyes peeled.

Changes to Club Racing

Club racing is changing slightly , with the Cruisers joining us on the
line on Sundays and the Lasers being given their own start where
numbers require it. The full details are given  overleaf .

€ é Or book yourself on to an Introduction to Racing
course where you will be given step by step help and
advice by David Wilkins.

There is lots of other stuff happening. Last year we sent teams to
both the UK Team Racing Nationals and to the Eric Twiname Team
Racing Championships. All the people involved, including the
parents who could watch the excitement from the shore, loved it

and we are hoping to do more this year. Steve Tylecote , Who is a
past World Champion in this discipline , is keen to get training going
at the Club and has pencilled in a few dates with more to come in



the future. These are open to all  Club racers, juniors a nd past team
racers 0 it is great fun for all abilities and ages and | would
encourage everyone to get involved. Not only is it fun but it is a
great way of improving your boat on boat skill and knowledge
about the rules . The first day is Saturday 16 January and the next one
Saturday 27 February.

Standard adult race training will also continue , the first being
Saturday 24 April.

The Junior Race Training continues to go from strength to strength
thanks once more to a hardy bunch of stalwart parents and Sailing
School staff. What is amazing is the range of abilities that this training

can accommodate, from just been through a Level 2 course to

being a member of the National Squads. If your kids are involved ,
please get involved in the running of this train ing as it is done mainly
by volunteers and without your help it is not sustainable.

One area which could do with a boost is two -man dinghies. We
have a lot in the boat park but not that many out on the water

which is a shame. Whil e single-handers are grea tand | am delighted

to see our main single -hander fleets flourishing , | also recognise the
importance of two -man boats. They are a great way of teaching
newcomers or inviting a friend out on the water and crewing is a

real skill which few people do wella  nd the team work aspect is also

an ability to be fostered. =~ Two-man boats encourage families, rather
than individual sailing, and can be the back -bone of the CI ub
social scene . This is seen working particularly well in the Squib and

the Cruiser fleets and it would be nice to see it happening within the
dinghy fleets too. To this end we have put a couple of two -man
asymmetric days in the calendar ot he details arend
the idea is to get as many people out as possible with some fun
activitie s on the water.

. If you sail a dinghy or catamaran , another
Dinghy important date for your diary is Sat urday 10
Park Tidy April when we will be tidying up the di nghy

park. Please come and help.  Many hands and
up all that and | believe there will be some bribery

provided in the form of sustenance.

If you can help please , let me or Bruce know
as soon as possible .

| think that is just about it from me, although |
am sure | will have missed something important
dapologies if this relates to you
Trophy on 6/7 February o fingers crossed for the weather this time.

Happy New Year to you all ! See you on the water soon.
Fiona Tylecote

VHF COURSE
There are spaces left on the VHF course, to be held on Saturday 27 February. The

cost to members is £80 on booking plus £25 on the day for tbertificate. For more
information, please contact the office.
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Club racing d New race order and ne
starts

(If you race, or are thiking of racing please read this)

By popular demand the cruisers are now included in main Club racing
on Sundays as well as Thursdays. By cruisers, we mean all cruisers
including Formula Ones and Squibs and Kinsmen. As they are some of
our keenest racers , we are pleased to see them join us on the start line.
The class flag will be changing to prevent problems with too much

yellow, the flag for 2010 will be flag J =

The Laser class has been thriving this year as a result of this on Thursday
nights if there are more than 5 dinghies and Lasers the Lasers will have
their own start 0 the Laser fleet will have the Laser flag with the class
emblem on it. (Please note this 5 will be open to the odd boat arriving

late).

The order of starts will also change and will be as follows:

e Catamarans and Fast Asymmetrics
e Lasers and Dinghies (including Laser 2000s and RS200s)
e Cruisers and Squibs /Kinsmen .

If there are more than 5 catamarans or asymmetrics then the starts will
be separate with the Cats going first as now.

If there are more than 5 Lasers and Dinghies, the starts will be separate
with the Lasers going first.

All starts 3 minutes apart.
The results will still be done separately.

This may all sound a little confusing @ just learn your class flag and start 6
minutes after it goes up (which will be when it comes down). If you miss
your 6 minutes, you will need to know which flags ca n be combined
with your own and which flags go before and after yours. It seems
difficult but is actually quite simple. There is a sheet of paper on the
noticeboard which explains this as simply as possible.

The 5 is an advisory number and is not setin  stone - please cut the race
officer a bit of slack 8 they are usually trying very hard!

For all except the cruisers the format of racing will be unchanged to last
year, although the afternoon start will be delayed by 15minutes.

2 races in the morning , 1ststart 11.00am - approx 30 mins in length.
2 races in the afternoon , 1ststart 1.45pm & approx 45 mins in length

For the cruisers there is a 3 ™ race in the morning which will be straight
after the end of the 2 nd race and will be finished by the class not the
race officer.

Saturday Squib sailing remains unchanged.

We hope by incorporating the requests of many of our racers we can
continue to see the growth in the number of people racing, it is a great
way to get to know your fellow sailors.
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Squib Fleet News

Second year as Captain of the best fleet in the Club!

Well, | woul d say that wouldnot I, and a:
AGM, will | have one more year to do? Bob Smith (Figgy) , our new Vice
Captain for this year , will take over as Capt ain next year.

The Fleet have again supported many requests for help at various RSC
Open Meeting activities. We are always happy to don the Cap and
Fluorescent jacket of the car park attendant. Fleet members, John Fothergill
and Mike and Sandra Rust are of ten seen on Committee Boats acting as
Race Officer and Assistant Race Officers on many Open and Club
meetings. It was fitting that the RSC Staff voted that John be awarded the
Ernest Wileman Trophy at the Annual Prize giving in recognition of his efforts.

Generally we have had more Squibs racing this year although the highest

at any one time has not got above 9. The perennial question is, how do you
get the boats that do race do it more often? Our starting line numbers are
increased by up to four of the Kin sman fleet joining us on our Saturday
races. Their presence provides additional challenges because of the
differences in sailing characteristics, they enjoy the lighter winds and we
enjoy being able to point up just a little bit higher than them. Long may the
friendly rivalry continue!

In the fleet we have seen  Peter and Sarah Dale (Second Time Around), John
and Hanna Bryan -Williams (Cripple Creek Ferry) Chris Bevan and David
Wolstenholme (Halcyon II) and John Turner and Anthony Edwards (Kachina)
make their presence felt with some good results. They have provided
Graham Nelson and Bob Hustwick (I'tos M,a the 2002 )Fleet
Champions , and Steve and Angela Whittome ( Ye s MJQ the lbat Wwith
the most wins in the season , with some close, competitive racing. We have
missed the presence of our Lady Helm, Margaret Barsby (Kew Dee Three)
owing to persistent back problems. We are hoping to have her back for the
2010 season.

Sad Newsd John Keeping

Alas, not all was good news i n 2009. John Keeping was given a shortened
course flag and finished his race; dying on Friday 25 Sept ember . John was a
former Commodore of the Club and in 2007 was awarded the prestigious
Royal Yachting Associations Communi tty.

He will be remembered for his energy and commitment and will be sadly
missed by his friends at Rutland Sailing Club.

Finally, our thanks go to our Race Team, John Dawson, and Jacqui
Cranwell -Ward with occasional help from  Judith Bailey and Colin Baxter
Thanks to Jacqui for collating the result sheets each week. Without their
efforts our racing would not be what it is, absolutely enjoyable.

We are looking forward to our MidWinDin in February and the
commencement of the new sailing season in April

Happy New Year to all!
Bob Glennie, Rutland Squib Fleet Captain
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Junior News

The junior section went from strength to strength in 2009. We had
over 140 juniors join us for at least one session and even during
the winter months regularly get over 15 taking part on a Sunday
morning. We now have 7 sailors who have been selected to t rain
wi t h one of t he RYA®Bs or Toppe
Bradley Hilton, Youth National Squad; Will Alloway, Intermediate
National Squad; Georgina and Lawrence Clabburn, Henry
Morley and Luke Berry, North Zone Squad; and Becs Stowe, East
Zone Squad .

These sailors chalked up some great results in national and
regi onal competit it msthe 3@rbaad Isteoygd <
Topper Nationals being the pick. Bradley sailed a great series in

his first Nationals event with an impressive 4 ™ in one Gold Fleet
race. Br adl e yofether rmwiths hid testhusiasm and
friendliness to other sailors ,ear ned him Rutl and?d
the Year award for the second year.

Some of the 300 strong fleet pictured sailing out to the start line at
the Nationals in Pwl lheli.

Away from the circuit, back at Rutland, we have been running
junior training on Friday evenings, Saturday afternoons and
Sunday mornings, the Sunday morning sessions going on right
through the year. On one Sunday in summer we were fortunate
enough to have Nick Rogers, 470 Olympic double Silver medallist
come to the club and run the Junior training, a real inspiration for
our young sailors, and something | hope we can repeat this year.

Nick, pictured with his medals and our juniors.
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